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of which only £.45 marks go to the state, the remainder (17.46 
m.) being a tax levied on 81 per cent of the population for the 
benefit of the other 19 per cent. The state consequently finds in- 
creasing difficulty in meeting its growing needs. Moreover, in 
spite of the rye exports, the duties have failed to render Germany 
self-supporting, since a third of the wheat and two fifths of the 
barley — altogether enough to feed the nation 52.6 days each year 
— must be imported. Meantime wages have not risen in propor- 
tion, and in some industries, notably mining, have risen little if 
at all. Finally, the sums thus wrung from the people have given 
rise to a huge land speculation in the eastern grain-growing 
provinces, over half the estates having changed hands from 1903- 
1907, while prices have doubled and tripled in a few years. Thus 
(the author holds) is medieval forced labor reestablished in a 
modern form, for the enrichment of the few at the expense of the 
many. 

Several defects have been noted in the foregoing discussion. 
Another of a more general character is the mixture of methods 
which makes both history and analysis difficult to follow. The 
elasticity of the demand for wheat is also calculated on the basis 
of Gregory King's formula, without any attempt at verification. 
Again, this formula indicates that the Bismarckian duties possi- 
bly depressed the world price 4 per cent, but the author argues 
that this depression was temporary, because the elasticity of de- 
mand would soon take it up. The elasticity of demand, however, 
had already been allowed for in King's formula. Finally, con- 
siderable space is occupied by personal polemics of slight general 
interest. 

Despite these limitations, however, the work is of decided in- 
terest and value in relation not only to tariffs, but also to agri- 
cultural economics. It is the only fairly adequate summary of 
the existing and widely scattered literature on German agricul- 
tural protection. As such it is of special significance in view of 
present conditions and tendencies in the United States, and would 
serve a useful purpose if translated and carefully edited. 

Edward Van Dyke Robinson. 

University of Minnesota. 
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